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INSTITUTION BUILDER

SA should strive to be embodiment of Pan-Africanism
stherea Pan-African
agendathatishelpingthe
continentconfrontthe
globalissuesof theday?

iis thekeyquestionto
bedddmsxdat anupcoming
conferencehostedby the
MapungubweInstitutefor
StrategicReflection(Mistra)
withtheFriedrich -Ebert
Stiftung,the Institutefur(`Inlml
DialogueandtheNati
Instituteforthe Humanmes&
SocialSciences.

Theconferenceis focusedon
Pan-Africanisminthecontextof
bigpowerrivalry,climate
change,the
effects,thefourthindustria
revolutionandthe riseof
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populismandauthoritarianism
Itoccurswhenprogressive
partiesaretryingtofigureout
whatshouldconstitutean
enlightenedagenda

Partoftheconferencewill
focusonSA'sleadershiproleon
thecontinentanalysedin
Mistra'smostrecent
publication,"Reflectionson

Africa'sPlacein theWorld",
co-editedby myselfand
colleagueLaurenceCaromba.
Wearguethatapartfromour
country'sdeclinein economic
prowess,thereare several
reasonswhyitsroleonthe
continentis beingredefined.
AmongtheseisSASfocus

havingshiftedtolargerpowers
suchastheBricsgrouping
(Brazil.Russia,India,Chinaand
SA)as wasthecaseduringthe
Zumaadministration,oreven
thoseoftheGroupof20.
Defencebudgetcutshavealso
resultedin adropinS
peacekeepingcapacity,withour
troopsbarelyremaining
involvedin theDemocratic

Republicof theCongoand
Mozambique:

Moreover,whicheverway
SA'sauthoritiesspinit the
attacksonforeigners,especially
thosefrom Africa,arenotdoing
ourstandinganyfavours.
Additionally,fratricidal
squabblesinthegoverning
partyundoubtedlytaketheir toll
onleaders'attentionspans

ForSAtoplayanykindof
leadershiproleonthecontinent
itwouldhelpifthecountry
recoverstheeconomicmojo
thatmadeit Africa's
powerhouse.

SAhasbeenslippinginthe
size-of-economiesleague,with
ourGDPof$127bncompeting

withEgypt's$135bnforthe
runner-upspot,against
Nigeria'sGDPof$5l0bn.

Andif thatwasn'tbad
enough,forecastsfor2023put
us48thonourcontinentfor
GDPgrowthrate.SAis
expectedat besttogrowat14%
whileEgyptwillgrowat56%
andNigeria27%, accordingto
theIMFsWorldEconomic

k
CarombaandIarguethatwe

shouldperhapsfocusonusing
SA'sdomesticandinternational
experienceto becomethe
institutionbuilderofthe
continent,giventhecountry's
varioussetbacksineconomic
performanceandAfrican

relationsandstanding
Wehavea uniqueabilityto

actasanarchitectand
underwriterof Africas
continentalinstitutions,aswas
epitomisedwhen former
presidentThaboMbekiand
formerforeignaffairsminister
NkosazanaDiamini-Zumaheld
sway.Modestasthisproposed
rolemaybe. itcouldgoa long
waytowardsbuildingand
strengtheninginstitutionsthat
promoteco-operation,
integration,securityand
prosperityinAfrica.

Therearethreeareasthat
couldbethefocalpointsofthis
institutionalbuildingstrategy
trade,investmentandmigration.

Intra-Africantradehas
eludeduseversinceindividual
countriesbegangaining
independence.

SAshouldnot onlybe seen
asanenthusiasticproponentof
theAfricanContinentalFree
TradeArea.it shouldalsobe
usingitsvastpublicand
businesssectorresourcesto
helpovercomethehindrances
totradewithinthecontinent
TheleadershipPresident

CyrilRamaphosashowedin
negotiatingforthesupplyof
Covid-19vaccinestoAfrica
shouldbereplicatedinushering
investmentinto thecontinent,
throughthecouncilswehave
accessto,suchastheGroup

of20andtheNew
DevelopmentBankofBrics
Counterintuitively,SAshould
providingtheleadon

encenurdyngthefreemovement
ofpeopleacrossborders,which
goeswiththefreemovementof
goods
Giventhepaucityofour

skillsbase,itis inSA'sown
interesttoensureitattractsthe
besttalent Africacanoffer

Mostimpor tantly,itallows
ustobethepre-eminent
embodimentofPanAfricanism
duringtheseturbulent times.

@AbbaOmaris directorof
operationsattheMapungubwe
Institute,


