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TOWARDS AGENDA 2063 – THE AFRICA WE WANT 

The starting point in this presentation is about the environment within which Africa operates. 

The African Union’s Agenda 2063, NEPAD and the APRM, as well as documents presented today by 

JICA (Africa 2050) and the ISS (Prospects for reducing poverty in Africa) – and of course many other 

programmes and publications – should be welcomed because they do help to sustain a paradigm 

that has taken root in discourse about the continent over the past decade-and-half. Central to this 

new mind-set is focus on the positive developments in Africa’s growth and development trajectory, 

and the prospects going forward.  

Two critical conjunctural issues attach to this: 

 Firstly, visioning and practical actions by the emergent corps of African leaders across all sectors 

of society are helping positively to influence both African self-identity and global perceptions of 

the continent.  

 Secondly, beyond discourse on the cold indicators of economic growth, the fundamental 

question of how these developments impact on the human condition in Africa is starting to 

feature prominently.  

Coincidentally, this happens today along with global discourse on social inequality and on the 

dynamic of the relationship between the state, the market and the citizen. Neo-liberal prescriptions 

to economic policy and denigration of the role of the state are losing their shine.  

It should also be appreciated that global approaches to African matters have changed: from viewing 

the continent in terms of narrow ideological and geopolitical stratagems, to seeing it as a partner 

which adds to, and itself benefits from, multifaceted relations with the rest of the world. 

Why are we raising these issues about the global and continental conjuncture?  

This is because it is the confluence of this variety of circumstances that has helped launch the 

continent onto a new development path in the past 15 years. These conditions are critical for the 

sustenance of Africa’s progress going forward. And if Africa wishes to succeed in realising the ideals 

contained in Agenda 2063, it has deliberately and systematically to encourage this positive set of 

circumstances – both within the continent and in relation to the world.  

Inversely, Africa has to confront the negative factors that threaten to subtract from its set path. 

History is littered with many failed experiments on the continent; and the danger of de-focussing, in 

relation to issues that matter, is always there.  

Besides slowing growth in the global economy, we’ve seen in the recent period the revival, under 

various guises, of the notion of the ‘clash of civilisations’; we’ve witnessed ill-considered 
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interventions such as in Libya which have in fact worsened the environment in the Sahel and further 

south; we are witnessing growing belligerence in the Middle East, Eastern Europe and in the Far 

East. All of these are based on narrow ham-fisted military approaches to challenges that are 

profoundly social, economic and political; and they undermine global stability. The warning here is 

that, if inappropriately handled, these negative developments may lead to a reversal of Africa’s 

gains! 

And so, the fundamental issue that one would emphasise to Africa’s leaders across all sectors is that, 

in order to realise the ideals contained in Agenda 2063, they need to pay attention to, and 

encourage, the set of circumstances that have in the past two decades underpinned the change in 

Africa’s fortunes.  

At the centre of this, going forward, should be deliberate efforts to eliminate the brittleness of the 

African state – or to put it positively, to build an African state that is legitimate, inclusive, capable 

and developmental. Attached to this category of issues would be the following tasks, among others: 

 Firstly, ensuring that the African state is organised and staffed in such a way that it is able to 

provide leadership to society. It must be professional, effective, efficient and ethical; and it must 

evince a genuine desire to act as a representative of all the people. 

 Secondly, beyond the ritual of periodic elections, Africa needs to ensure that its polities are 

inclusive; that all sectors and communities – however defined – feel a sense of belonging. 

Among others, this calls of the elimination of patronage and pork-barrel politics which is based 

on ethnicity, religion, geography or political ad other allegiances. Winning an electoral majority 

should also translate into political magnanimity and inclusivity. 

 Thirdly, leadership in all sectors of society should have visionary acumen: i.e. the disposition to 

identify long-term objectives and mobilise society to pursue them. There should then be 

capacity to break the strategic objectives down into chunks of implementable programmes and 

projects – with monitoring, evaluation and accountability.  

It is in this context that Africa’s economic growth trajectory can be lifted and sustained. This should 

include: 

 taking full account of the comparative advantages that derive from Africa’s massive 

infrastructure programmes and natural endowments (including land and minerals) to develop 

attendant manufacturing capacity  

 utilising the demographic dividend and taking advantage of the swelling ranks of working and 

middle classes to enter the global manufacturing value chain at various levels of sophistication, 

and leapfrogging stages of development where possible 

 an appreciation that these comparative advantages are miniscule and meaningless if pursued 

narrowly by individual countries: thus rendering it critical to pursue multi-directional mutual 

osmosis across the continent through regional integration. 

All these objectives require an enduring partnership between the state, the private sector and civil 

society. The forging of social compacts should be central to the approach of all leaders. This should 

include the capacity for the kind of strategising that is informed by science and intellect. As such, 

support for Africa’s fledgling ‘think industry’ – an issue that receives little attention – is fundamental 

to the pursuit of Agenda 2063.  
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How should partners in the international community contribute to these efforts? What you need 

first and foremost is a change in mind-set among these global partners. Africa should not be 

approached as an object of other countries’ geo-political machinations! The starting point of genuine 

partnership should be to understand the visions and programmes, as defined by Africans 

themselves; and working with the continent to realise them.  

From Agenda 2063, issues that should feature at the top of the agenda in forging partnerships with 

Africa include: building state capacity; partnering with Africa in its infrastructure programme and 

locating infrastructure supplier industries on the continent; local manufacturing that takes into 

account growing consumer demand; regional integration and human resource development. 

And so, ‘the Africa we want’ will be built first and foremost through endogenous African agency; 

and secondly, through mutually-beneficial and respectful partnerships with the rest of the world.  

 

END       


