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MISTRA’s Monthly Briefing is a newsletter from the Mapungubwe Institute for Strategic Reflection.  It aims to
inform MISTRA’s partners about the Institute’s research, strategic reflections, published papers, and other news
relating to the network of people and organisations committed to MISTRA’s strategic engagement with the issues
facing South Africa. The briefing is issued monthly.

In Issue Number#17 we report on the launch conference that marked the completion of MISTRA’s research
project on “South Africa and the Global Hydrogen Economy: The Strategic Role of Platinum Group
Metals”.  We also report on the forthcoming release of the African Transformation Report compiled by the
African Center for Economic Transformation (ACET), to be launched in partnership with MISTRA in November 2013.

And we report on a panel discussion and conference jointly hosted by MISTRA, the Public Affairs Research
Institute (PARI) and the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES) on African State-Formation and Bureaucracy in
Comparative Perspective.  We also report on a skaftin session with Dr. Fatima Ferraz and Ms. Lynda Mujakachi
on methods of policy implementation and sustainability guidelines.

Included in this issue is a range of media articles produced by MISTRA staff on topical issues.  Including “The
Promise of a Sunrise Industry” and “All that glitters may be platinum” by Joel Netshitenzhe, “Beyond
Mining: the Strategic Role of Platinum Group Metals” by Wilson Manganyi, “Awaiting Spontaneous
Mayhem?” by David Maimela, and “There is more to Mugabe than 89 years” by Dr Mcebisi Ndletyana.

MISTRA is also pleased to welcome Luvo Mfeya who joins us as Finance Officer, Nkoe Arnold Montja who has
been appointed as an Intern in the Faculty of Knowledge and Scientific Advancement, and Lindiwe Makgalemele
from Roedean School who visited MISTRA for her work experience.  MISTRA is also pleased to announce the
graduation of Molly Gilder, an intern in MISTRA’s Operations Directorate with a Bachelor of Arts Degree from
UNISA.

We hope you find our Monthly Briefings informative and invite you to visit our website, where you
will find more information on our research, key papers, media on MISTRA, as well as an Expression
of Interest Form if you are interested in participating in any of the Institute’s research projects.

To subscribe to MISTRA’s Monthly Briefing, please complete the subscribe form. If you wish to
unsubscribe, please click on unsubscribe at the top of the newsletter.
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MISTRA STRATEGIC REFLECTIONS
  

Conference and book launch on: “South Africa and the Global Hydrogen Economy:
The Strategic Role of Platinum Group Metals”

On the 30 August 2013, MISTRA launched its two year research report on  “South
Africa and the Global Hydrogen Economy: The Strategic Role of Platinum
Group Metals”.

Minister of the Department of Science and Technology, Mr. Derek Hanekom, gave
the keynote address, in which he highlighted the key challenges faced by South
Africa in exploiting its endowment of mineral wealth.

 

  

The Minister argued that if South Africa is to be a key player in the Hydrogen
Economy the country needs to move towards a knowledge-driven economy, where
innovation is the key driver.  He explained that initiatives such as the National
Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technologies, Development and Innovation Strategy (HySA)
and continued research around the Hydrogen Economy, such as that undertaken by
MISTRA, can help promote the use of South Africa’s platinum group metals (PGM),
whilst also advancing South Africa’s green economy and technological development.

Responses on the research findings were given by Ms Kleantha Pillay from Anglo
American and Dr. Cosmas Chiteme from the Department of Science and
Technology. This was followed by a stakeholder engagement session with Dr Iraj
Abedian, the CEO of Pan-African Capital, and Mr Alfred Tau, Chief Director for
regional and spatial economic development from the Department of Trade and
Industry.

 

To download the Executive Summary of the research report, the Minister’s
speech and the various presentations made by contributors, please visit
www.mistra.org.za.
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Launch: African Transformation Report

The Mapungubwe Institute for Strategic Reflection (MISTRA) in partnership with the
African Center for Economic Transformation (ACET) will launch ACET’s African
Transformation Report on Monday, 11 November 2013.

Founded in 2007 by former Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa,
K.Y Amoako, ACET is an economic policy institute supporting long-term growth with
transformation of Africa's economies as the core of its research and output.  Based in
Accra, ACET seeks to bring an authentic African perspective on Africa’s economic
development, and its work is complemented by a vast network of leading thinkers
throughout the world.

The African Transformation Report is built on studies of 15 African countries
(Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Ghana, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mauritius, Mozambique,
Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia), which together
add up to 70% of Sub-Saharan Africa’s GDP.

ACET will use this occasion to introduce the African Transformation Index, which ranks
countries on their progress on the five measures of transformation.

Even as many African countries continue to record impressive economic growth, many
are over-dependent on primary products, making them highly vulnerable to price and
weather shocks. To grow sustainably and to create jobs for the continent’s booming
youth population, African economies must grow even faster, and also transform.



The launch will begin with an input by Joel Netshitenzhe (Executive Director,
MISTRA) and K.Y Amoako (Founder & President, ACET), followed by lunch and a panel
discussion that will focus on the key drivers of transformation:

Getting the state and the private sector to work together
Promoting exports
Developing skills for economic transformation.

Click here to read an Over of the African Transformation Report.

Click here to read to read the Background to the African Transformation Report.

The details of the launch are as follows

Date: Monday, 11 November 2013
Time:  10h30 – 15h00
Venue:  Radisson Blu Hotel, Sandton, Johannesburg

For more information, or if you are interested in attending, please contact:

Hayley Alfers on (011) 022 6564 or email: halfers@africapractice.com

  

Conference on “African State-Formation and Bureaucracy in Comparative
Perspective”

Above: Yacoob Abba Omar 

Below: Eghosa Osaghae, Eun-Jeung
Lee and Joel Netshitenzhe

The Mapungubwe Institute (MISTRA), the Public Affairs Research Institute
(PARI) and the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES) recently hosted a conference on
African State-Formation and Bureaucracy in Comparative Perspective.

The scholarship on state formation has argued strongly for the significance of
bureaucratic structures in the development and creation of functional states. This
conference examined state formation through the lens of bureaucracy. Focusing
primarily on Africa, it posed the question ‘what is the relationship between
bureaucracies and state formation’ from a number of angles, and sought to develop
comparative perspectives on the issue.

To view full conference programme click here
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The two-day conference was inaugurated with a panel discussion on “Why governments
work: Why the public service matters".

The discussion comprised a panel of major African and Asian scholars and thought
leaders brought together to share their views and experiences on the fortunes of post-
independence governments to explore the topic: “Why have some states succeeded
more than others?”

Panelists included:

Joel Netshitenzhe, Executive Director (MISTRA) and former Director of Policy in the
Presidency
Eghosa Osaghae, Professor of Comparative Politics and Vice Chancellor at
Igbinedion University.
Eun-Jeung Lee, Professor at the Institute of Korean Studies at the Freie Universitat,
Berlin
Ketso Gordhan, Former City Manager of Joburg and Advisor in the Presidency.
Currently CEO of Pretoria Portland Cement (PPC)

The panel was chaired by Ferial Haffajee, Editor of City Press.

Skaftin session with Dr. Fatima Ferraz and Ms. Lynda Mujakachi

On the 4th of September, MISTRA was joined by Dr. Fatima Ferraz and Ms. Lynda
Mujakachi in a skaftin session on methods of policy implementation and sustainability
guidelines.

Following the launch of MISTRA’s research report on “South Africa and the Global
Hydrogen Economy: The Strategic Role of Platinum Group Metals”, Ms Ferraz
and Ms Mujakachi envisioned how they could partner with MISTRA on driving the goals
of the National Development Plan, using the Green Economy as a potential vehicle.

The proposal suggested the use of some of the Strategic Integrated Projects (SIPS)



from the National Infrastructure Plan as potential green projects that MISTRA could use
to help translate policy into implementation and sustainability as part of knowledge
transfer to government.

 

MISTRA IN THE NEWS
 

There is more to Mugabe than 89 years

The Zimbabwean state opens up possibilities for big business deals, and political rivalries
are always about access to capital accumulation.  But rivalries also cause factions and
promote instabilities, write Mcebisi Ndletyana.

However much Zimbabwe’s ruling party embellishes Robert Mugabe’s re-election, it
cannot conceal the tragic nature of this episode. And, I’m not referring to whether or not
the election was rigged. It was probably engineered.

The new electoral terminology invented especially to describe this election – “free and
credible”, instead of the customary “free and fair” – is a clear admission that the electoral
process was flawed. It was manipulated to return the incumbent. Notwithstanding the
aberration of a stolen election, the tragedy for me is encapsulated in the person of the
incumbent, Robert Mugabe. This man is 89 years old. That’s hardly an appropriate age
for a president, but quite common in retirement.

That is why you won’t easily find an 89-year-old running a country – anywhere in the
world. Mugabe is the second oldest head of state, following the Israeli President, Simon
Peres.

*Originally published in The Sunday Independent on 15 September 2013

To download full article click here.
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The Promise of a Sunrise Industry

Mining Vision 2030 should draw lessons from the Marikana tragedy as a catalyst for
immediate positive change, writes Joel Netshitenzhe

The 2013 Mining Lekgotla presented a unique opportunity for various stakeholders in the
industry – mining companies, trade unions, mining communities and the government – to
reflect on the state of the South African mining sector.

Taking place after the adoption of the National Development Plan (NDP) and during the
month of the first anniversary of the Marikana tragedy, the lekgotla was an important
forum to discuss not only measures required to prevent a recurrence of that tragedy; but
also to identify a long-term path for the sector. As is expected across the economy, the
time has come to develop Mining Vision 2030, as a contribution to the realisation of NDP
objectives.

What are some of the major issues that the industry needs to take into account in this
regard? The NDP economic storyline includes such issues as the infrastructure
programme, development of manufacturing, Green Economy opportunities and mass
employment in agriculture. Critically, it acknowledges that there is no other sector in
South Africa that contains possibilities to spur all these efforts than mining.

* Originally published in The Sunday Independent on 8 September 2013

To download full article click here

Awaiting Spontaneous Mayhem? 
By David Maimela

For more than a decade – some would even argue since as far back as 1952 – opposition
forces in Egypt had increased their demands for political reform. Peaceful yet emphatic
protest for political reform, changed into a military coup and then a massacre. Inspired
by the 2011 Tunisian uprisings and tired of political unfreedoms under Hosni Mubarak,
Egyptians took to the streets to demand that he step down and sought reform of the
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Egyptian political system.

At best, the Egyptian struggle can be described as a “political uprising”, not a revolution.
A “revolution” is a radical change of one social order by another. What transpired in
Egypt, like Tunisia, was a kind of political change that at best presented possibilities for a
thorough ongoing transformation of Egyptian society. This political change made it
possible for Mubarak to step down and for President Mohamed Mursi to be
democratically elected.

 

*Originally published in The Sunday Independent on 1 September 2013

To download full article click here

All that glitters may be platinum

MISTRA’s study on the challenges facing the platinum sector will shed more light on its
advantages, writes Joel Netshitenzhe

South Africa’s endowment of mineral resources is legend. Valued at some $2.5 trillion
(R25.6 trillion), these reserves constitute a national asset from which the nation can
collectively draw immeasurable benefit. While mining, refining and export are in
themselves important, the significance of these endowments lies in building a mature
industrial cluster that combines extraction, manufacturing of machinery and value-added
products, and development of engineering services – all of which can be used
domestically and for export.

The platinum group metals (PGM), of which the country possesses over three quarters of
known global reserves, are one sub-sector with such possibilities, given their utility,
which includes jewellery, electronic goods, catalytic converters and hydrogen fuel cells.
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It is on the latter that one of MISTRA's eight inaugural research projects, South Africa
and the global hydrogen economy: The strategic role of platinum group metals has
chosen to focus.

To read full article please click here

Mapungubwe Think-Tank urges SA to invest in Hydrogen cell industry 
By Carol Paton

SCENARIO-planning think-tank the Mapungubwe Institute for Social Reflection says in a
new report that South Africa should invest in the hydrogen-cell industry to leverage
platinum deposits for industrial development.

The report is an effort to make a contribution to South Africa’s beneficiation strategy and
promote the idea that more can be done to create manufacturing industries based on the
mining sector. The institute has in the past conducted research and written on social
issues but has seldom focused on industrial and technical issues.

To read original article click here

Maximising our strategic South Africa and the global hydrogen economy: Getting
the strategy right 
By Wilson Manganyi

Mining and minerals are two words that evoke strong emotions in South Africa
for myriad reasons. The recent commemoration of the Marikana massacre on
August 16, 2012 reminded us of the centrality of mining in our country and how
it has impacted on the lives of so many. Spiralling costs of extraction set against
a weaker rand seem to be prefacing the emergence of an entirely different
business model if South Africa is to maintain sustainable production levels. With
this in mind, ‘beyond mining’, perhaps best articulates the direction for the South
African economy in the third decade of democracy.

Over the past eighteen months, the Mapungubwe Institute for Strategic
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Reflection (MISTRA) has been interrogating the significance of the estimated
80% of the world’s platinum group metals (PGM) reserves, for South Africa and
southern Africa.  A fundamental question that was probed is how the use of
these mineral endowments, can position South Africa and the region to establish
a significant downstream PGM-based industrial sector.

Pressing global environmental concerns underline the importance of PGM, with
the introduction of the auto-catalyst to abate air pollution. South Africa supplies
15%  of auto-catalysts to the global market.  Currently, there are no substitutes
as efficient as PGM that can be used to manufacture auto-catalysts. This applies
even more so with proton exchange membrane fuel cells that can be used to
power vehicles and as stationary applications in the provision of electricity, using
hydrogen as the fuel source.   

To read more click here.

SA’s PGM beneficiation ambitious will stand or fall on knowledge linkages
by Terrance Creamer

South Africa should urgently invest in the development of the human resources and
knowledge linkages required to maximise the economic and social benefits associated
with its large-scale platinum-group metals (PGMs) endowments or risk losing out on the
value-addition opportunities, newly released research shows.

South Africa is estimated to hold more than 75% of the world’s known PGM reserves and
even during the strike-afflicted 2012 year produced 4.1-million ounces of platinum, which
dwarfed the 800 000 oz produced in Russia, the world’s second largest producer

* Originally published on Engineering News.  To read article click here

 

MISTRA PEOPLE
Luvo Mfeya - Finance Officer

Luvo Mfeya holds a bachelor’s degree in Accounting from Rhodes
University.  After graduating, she worked as an accountant at Umso
Management in 2007. Thereafter she managed her own
bookkeeping company called Elle-Dees Financial bookkeepers
where she serviced small to medium entities, working hand in hand
with Umsobomvu Youth Development. She also worked for
accounting firms OHS Business Advisors and also Rakoma and
Associates as an accountant, consultant and a bookkeeper.

Before joining MISTRA in August 2013, Luvo worked as an
Assistant Manager: Financial Reporting and Accounting
Management at King Sabatha Dalindyebo Municipality, where she
also obtained an MFMA qualification.

Luvo joined MISTRA as a Finance Officer in August 2013.
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Nkoe Arnold Montja – Intern in the Faculty of Knowledge and Scientific
Advancement

Nkoe Arnold Montja, who is passionate about development
economics and finding sustainable solutions to challenges, has been
appointed as an intern in MISTRA’s faculty of Knowledge Economy
and Scientific Advancement.

Nkoe holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Statistics and
Economics from the University of Venda.

After graduating he worked at UNISA and at Day-break Fruit and
Veg.

Nkoe joined MISTRA in August 2013.

Lindiwe Makgalemele joins MISTRA for work experience

MISTRA welcomed Lindiwe Palesa Makgalemele from Roedean
School who joined the Institute for a short period for work
experience.

Lindiwe spent the week shadowing our researchers as well as the
operations directorate.

As an aspiring Engineer, she found the advice from the Knowledge
Economy and Scientific Advancement Faculty particularly intriguing.

Graduation of Molly Gilder, Intern Directorate Operations

Molly Gilder, an intern in MISTRA’s operations directorate recently
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts Degree from UNISA. 

Majoring in History and Sociology, Molly is very passionate about
these two fields as she believes that they both strengthen her
knowledge base and enrich her research interests.



She hopes that her interest in the Humanities will propel her into
International Relations and the diplomatic service in the near
future.
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