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MISTRA’s Monthly Briefing is a newsletter from the Mapungubwe Institute for Strategic Reflection.  It aims to
inform MISTRA’s partners about the Institute’s research, strategic reflections, published papers, and other news
relating to the network of people and organisations committed to MISTRA’s strategic engagement with the issues
facing South Africa. The briefing is issued monthly.

In issue Number#25 we cover the following:

MISTRA’s Nation Formation and Social  Cohesion Conference and a reflection on the conference by
Professor Gauhar Raza, a MISTRA Fellow; as well as a number of articles written on the theme of Nation
Formation and Social Cohesion, including: “What is a nation and do we qualify: A Modest Report” by
MISTRA Executive Director, Joel Netshitenzhe, “The nation: A process, not an event” by MISTRA Head
of Communications, Gail Smith, and “From a virtual to a real community” by MISTRA researcher, Feizel
Mamdoo.
A range of articles, including “Zuma sticking with signature strategy: stall and obfuscate”,  “A chance
to reclaim their livelihoods”, “Mandate: cover up for JZ” by Dr Mcebisi Ndletyana, Head of Faculty of
Political Economy.
An article on football “Budding soccer stars lost in our system” by MISTRA Researchers David Maimela
and Dr Howard Freese.
An article entitled, “Cuba’s rich history of revolution” by Humanity's Intern, Euston Wesso and
Humanity's Researcher, Rachel Browne.
A range of conferences and lectures in which MISTRA staff will participate.

We hope you find our Monthly Briefings informative and invite you to visit our website, where you
will find more information on our research, key papers, media on MISTRA, as well as information on
how you can participate in any of the Institute’s research projects.
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To subscribe to MISTRA’s Monthly Briefing, please complete the subscribe form. If you wish to
unsubscribe, please click on unsubscribe at the top of the newsletter.

 
 

MISTRA STRATEGIC REFLECTIONS
  

Nation Formation and Social Cohesion Conference

On the 14th August 2014 the Mapungubwe Institute (MISTRA), in association with
the Nelson Mandela Foundation, hosted a conference to release the Research
Report for its project on Nation Formation and Social Cohesion.  The report is titled:
“Nation Formation and Social Cohesion: An Enquiry into the Hopes and Aspirations of
South Africans”.

MISTRA’s project on social cohesion sought to examine the different interpretations
and meanings that diverse social actors attach to nation formation and social
cohesion.  The project, which undertook ethnographic research in four sites in
Gauteng, Western Cape, KwaZulu-Natal, and the Northern Cape, also sought to
explore the efficacy of these concepts to present day South African society.

The programme director was Ms Febe Potgieter Gqubule, Project Team leader
and Advisor to AU Commission Chairperson Dlamini-Zuma. 

 

  

Speakers included:

Kgalema Motlanthe, former Deputy President of South Africa
Sello Hatang, CEO of the Nelson Mandela Foundation
Joel Netshitenzhe, MISTRA Executive Director
Professor Andries Oliphant, University of South Africa (UNISA)
Yacoob Abba Omar, Director Operations, MISTRA
Peter Roussos, Vulindlela Development Finance who spoke on “Reading the role
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of business into the NFSC Report”
Prof Melissa Steyn, of Wits University, who spoke on “Reading whiteness into
the NFSC Report”
Yershen Pillay,  Executive Chairperson of National Youth Development Agency,
who spoke on “Hearing the voice of the youth in the NFSC Report” 
Vusithemba Ndima, Deputy DG, Department of Arts and Culture
Mosibudi Mangena, former Minister of Science & Technology and member of the
MISTRA Board

 

  

A night bitten dawn 
by Professor Gauhar Raza*

Reflections on the MISTRA Conference: Nation Formation and Social
Cohesion: An Enquiry into the Hopes and Aspiration of South Africa held on
14 August 2014.

Soon after India got its freedom from the British Raj, Faiz Ahmed Faiz, a celebrated
poet wrote: ‘This leprous daybreak, this night bitten dawn, this is not the morn that
comrades walked hand in hand for’. The body of the poem lists sacrifices which were
made during freedom struggle, and ends by declaring ‘the moment of emancipation
of heart and mind has not arrived, let us march on, the destination has not came
yet’. The period of disappointment and disgust in India at that time was all-
pervasive. Faiz was not alone in holding this opinion; he had merely articulated the
sentiments of many, especially those who were ideologically left of the centre. Many
intellectuals in India expressed the same sentiments more blatantly and said the
freedom of India is only a transition that has replaced the ‘white rulers’ by the ‘black’
ones.

 

  

During the workshop on Nation Formation and Social Cohesion: An Enquiry into the
Hopes and Aspiration of South Africa, held in Johannesburg on 14th August 2014,
similar sentiments resonated. The similarity of pitch and quality of discourse between
recent conferences held in India on Identity and Nationhood, and what could be
heard in the conference organised by MISTRA, was striking. The biggest and the



youngest democracy are probably both passing through a similar phase where the
notion of ‘Nation’ is being redefined. Comparatively, India is an aged democracy and
the South African experiment is young. True, this process is taking place at two
different junctures on the timeline of Indian and South African democracies, yet
reflects concerns of people and intellectuals alike, which are very similar in nature.
Democratic structures throw up challenges across nations, which apparently may
appear to differ in nature and intensity but are essentially homologous. We also find
that in nature evolutionary processes reveal sticking similarities - even if two species,
having common genetic ancestry, are far apart in space and time. 

Click here to continue reading

*Professor Gauhar Raza is Head of Science Communication through Multi-
media, National Institute for Science Communication and Information
Resources (NISCAIR), CSIR, India. He is also is a Fellow of the
Mapungubwe Institute (FMI).

 

Financial and Fiscal Commission 20th Anniversary Conference:
“A Review Of South Africa’s Intergovernmental Fiscal Relations System: An
African Perspective On Fiscal Decentralsation”

From the 11 - 13 August 2014 the Financial and Fiscal Commission (FFC) marked its
20th anniversary of existence in 2014 as one of the recognized leading institutions
giving advice and recommendations to organs of the state in the national, provincial and
local spheres of government on financial and fiscal matters in South Africa. Between
1994 and 2005 the Commission played a central role in the development and evolution
of the intergovernmental fiscal relations (IGFR) system.

The overall theme for the Conference, which provided an overarching framework for the
subthemes, was: “Review of South Africa’s Intergovernmental Fiscal Relations System:
An African Perspective on Fiscal Decentralisation”.  The Conference looked back and
evaluated 20 years of South Africa's IGFR practice, as well as the choices that will have
to be made going forward given developments such as the new growth path and the
development policy objectives of a developmental state (encapsulated in the National
Development Plan) that has been agreed in Parliament in general and government in
particular.
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MISTRA’s Executive Director, Joel Netshitenzhe took part in a panel discussion
entitled: “Reflections On 20 Years of the FFC’s Role in IGFR In South Africa: A 20-Year
Review Of The Financial And Fiscal Commission (FFC)”. 

ROLE OF INTER-GOVERNMENTAL FISCAL RELATIONS (IGFR) INSTITUTIONS
IN DECENTRALISATION

INTRODUCTION

1. There is a sense in which those located outside of government, but somehow
indirectly or historically linked to it, can have the advantage of observing from near and
objectively judging from afar. But, distance can also create a simplistic view of complex
phenomena, thus rendering ideas proffered impracticable and unhelpful. These
comments should be taken in that spirit.

2. Overall, the observation is apt that the FFC has been one of the iconic institutions in
the emergence and evolution of South African democracy in general and its fiscal
systems in particular. The 20-year anniversary of the FFC not only marks a critical
milestone; but also presents a platform to chart a path that will ensure the FFC’s
relevance and contribution well into the future.

BASIC UNDERPINNINGS OF IGFR SYSTEMS

3.The fundamental purpose of governance, particularly in a democracy, is to build a
better life for all and ensure equitable and humane relations with the world. The state
and its variety of agencies including fiscal authorities do not exist for their own sake.

4 Nations settle on particular permutations of multi-order governance informed by a
multiplicity of factors including: history, culture, balance of forces among contending
forces, and approach to management of social fault-lines. There is no perfect blueprint;
and because these driving forces change, democratic multi-order governance is a
continuing experiment.

* To continue reading the “Role Of Inter-Governmental Fiscal Relations (IGFR)
Institutions In Decentralisation” by Joel Netshitenzhe, click here.

 

MISTRA IN THE NEWS
 

Zuma sticking with signature strategy: stall and obfuscate 
By Mcebisi Ndletyana

Four months after the initial promise to respond to Public Protector Thuli Madonsela’s
report, "Secure in Comfort", President Jacob Zuma finally got around to issuing a full
response last Thursday.

The delayed response was unusual. Zuma had 14 days to respond, during which he
reacted only with the promise to reply again later. And he took an inordinate length of
time to do so. He had reasoned earlier that his full response was contingent on the
completion of criminal investigations by the Special Investigating Unit (SIU). This
suggested the SIU’s findings were material to Zuma’s response.
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So, was the wait worthwhile? Could Zuma have responded to Madonsela’s report without
the SIU’s findings? And what does the response really mean? Contrary to Zuma’s
assertion, the SIU’s findings added no material value to his response. In his 20-page
reply, he squeezed the SIU into a slim, two-and-a-half pages, of which one-and-a-half
restated the SIU’s terms of reference. Nor did the rest of the SIU section cite any new
findings by the unit. In fact, the findings are similar to those of Madonsela’s, such as:
"There was no compliance by departmental officials with supply chain management
process … there was overcharging by at least some of the consultants … some of the
contractors, suppliers or service providers who were appointed had not been vetted by
the State Security Agency."

*Originally published Business Day on 21 August 2014.

To read the full article, please click here

What is a nation and do we qualify: A Modest Report

South African complexities make any homogenous conclusion extremely challenging,
writes Joel Netshitenzhe.

Among the vexed questions in the evolution of humanity’s systems of social organisation
are issues of nation formation and social cohesion.  Nations date back centuries and have
reflected different forms in various parts of the world and in different epochs.More
strictly organised as nation states, nations and their geographic configurations are
associated with the industrial era and the emergence of the capitalist mode of
production. The organisation of humanity into nations provides a functional utility to
human relations.

Yet the notions of nation states, nationhood and citizenship – conferring a sense of
belonging and exclusion, representing organisational forms around which endowments
are appropriated, and reflecting markers of collective identities evoke emotion. Indeed, in
most parts of the world, blood was shed in building nations and in asserting their rights
in relation to other nations. This is even more acutely manifest in postcolonial polities,
straddling the very acts of conquest and dispossession, imposition of geographic entities,
enforcement of discriminatory policies, mobilisation for national emancipation and
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building of new societies. Contained within these processes are ebbs and flows in self-
definition and the evolution of identities. While mobilisation for a sense of nationhood
contains within it a homogenising tendency, pride in the roots from which a variety of
identities originate and the ordering of social status within a nation can have a
centrifugal effect.

*Originally published in the Star on 20 August 2014.

To read the full article, please click here:

From a virtual to a real community
by Feizel Mamdoo

“Number 20’s doors are open. Does anyone know if all is okay? I received a call
concerned about the property,” queries Nancy.

Ahmed responds: “Will be in the area in about 15 min only, but can drive by.”

Before too long, Ahmed reports: “Seems fine. Worker there says gate is jammed open.
Called ADT patrol, who will keep an eye.”

“Aaaah that’s me!!!” Nicci pips in. “Thanks guys! I’m in hospital with my little one – thank
you, will send my partner to close it. It’s very annoying, brand-new motor and keeps
opening by itself. Thanks again everyone.”

“Is your little one alright?” Mary-Anne follows up.
“Thanks Mary-Anne, got pneumonia but we’re in good hands.”
“We hold you in prayer,” someone says.
“Good luck,” says someone else.
“May God bless your little one with a speedy recovery and u with peace in a stressful
time,” another says.

This is an event on mobile messaging application WhatsApp between members of a
neighbourhood in Blairgowrie, northern Joburg. It shows the potential of social media to
build community rather than necessarily undermine it as has been feared. Among the
concerns that have accompanied the advent of social media is that it would substitute
face-to-face interaction. A UN Children’s Fund survey in 2011 showed that South African
teenagers would rather chat on Mxit, a mobile social network, than actually meet friends
in person. Dr Seth Masket of the University of Denver observes: “We are, perhaps, too
wired – more attuned to events and friends thousands of miles away than to what’s
going on right in front of our faces, more likely to share cat videos over smartphones
than to play catch in our backyards. “Perhaps these technological changes are compelling
us to withdraw from the physical world, promoting antisocial behaviour and undermining
our true relationships.” But as Masket notes, studies show that while technology has
affected relationships, it hasn’t undermined them. He quotes research by Barry Wellman,
a sociologist at the University of Toronto, which shows that the use of social media has
augmented personal relationships.

* Feizel Mamdoo was a researcher on the Nation Formation and Social

http://mailer.hemisphere-it.co.za/t/r-l-miyuktk-surljurjh-x/


Cohesion Research project.

*Originally published in The City Press on 17th August 2014.

To read the full article, please click here

The nation: A process, not an event

A cohesive society doesn’t simply happen overnight, writes Gail Smith.

"All of us, all South Africans, are called upon to be builders and healers. The objectives of
equality, nonracialism and nonsexism constitute the very essence of the new society we
seek to build. We can neither heal nor build if the rich see the poor as hordes or irritants,
or the poor sit back and wait for charity.”

These words by Nelson Mandela speak to many of the ongoing challenges that continue
to thwart the process of nation formation in South Africa 18 years since Madiba’s address
at the opening of Parliament in February 1996. They speak not only to the schism that
exists between the “haves” and “have-nots”, but to the fact that nation formation
remains the responsibility of all South Africans and is an ongoing process, not a
destination. That our country remains on a trajectory towards social cohesion, that our
nation is still in the process of being formed, are not necessarily reasons for pessimism.

A central tenet of a recently released report by the Mapungubwe Institute for Strategic
Reflection (MISTRA) – which seeks to “assess the extent to which South Africa satisfies
the theoretical prerequisites to be a nation” – lies in the naming of the research project,
Nation Formation and Social Cohesion: An Enquiry into the Hopes and Aspirations of
South Africans. The choice of nation “formation” instead of nation “building” is deliberate.
It implicitly recognises that the process of forming a cohesive nation is “ongoing, gradual
and perhaps never finalised”.

*Originally published in City Press on 17th August 2014.

To read the full article please click here

Germany has shown the way for South African football, 
writes David Maimela and Howard Freese.

The 2014 Fifa World Cup will always be etched in the minds of the football loving
Brazilians. Particularly a day when the German national football team – the “Mannschaft”
– inflicted pain on 200 million Brazilians and sent shock waves around the football world.
The humiliation of Brazil was crudely summed up by a sports analyst who wrote: “In a
way, the performance of Germany is frightening. If ever a moment had summed up one
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nation’s reputation for ruthless efficiency, here was it at its brilliant brutality.”

Germany’s football success at the 2014 World Cup was no miracle. When they defeated
France, they became the first nation to appear in the semi-finals of four consecutive
World Cup tournaments. It was also the fourth consecutive tournament in which the
current coach, Joachim Low, has led Germany to a semi-final berth. A mere 14 years ago
in 2000, Germany was an ailing national team, booted out of the European Championship
after finishing bottom of the group. The national team had experienced its “zero hour”. It
was a moment of crisis in German football. However, Germany did not allow the crisis to
go to waste. As a result, a nation-wide football transformation project was put in motion
and a generation later, the results are there for all to see.

*David Maimela and Dr Howard Freese were both researchers on MISTRA's
research project on The Art, Science and Philosophy of Football

*Originally published in Sunday Independent on 17th August 2014.

To read the full article, please click here

A chance to reclaim their livelihoods

The Gauteng premier’s plans to turn townships into economic hubs is welcome, writes
Mcebisi Ndletyana.

‘The Beauty of competitive democracy”, I murmured to myself as I saw the Premier of
Gauteng, David Makhura, on my television screen, yet again. I have never seen a
premier of the province so many times on television, not just in the news broadcasts, but
also in townships speaking and reassuring residents that he “feels their pain”. The cynic
in me brushed the scenes aside, believing it to the pressure of competitive politics.
Gauteng has become a cliffhanger! Upon further reflection, however, Makhura’s frequent
township visits seem more than a cynical attempt to hog the deadlines in anticipation of
a tough 2016 election contest.
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At one level he’s obviously responding to the heart-wrenching outcry prompted by the
recent spate of heinous crimes against our children, but the approach appears to be
informed by a much bigger strategy in the government. The new premier seems to have
heeded the president’s call that it can no longer be business as usual. For the first time in
20 years, the Gauteng government has made the growth of the township economy the
mainstay of its term. This is not only a significant policy emphasis, but also redefines
how we’ve understood townships.

*Originally published in Sunday Independent on 17th August 2014.

To read the full article please click here

“Cuba's rich history of revolution” 
by Euston Wesso and Rachel Browne

SIXTY years ago on July 26, 1954, a small group of Cuban rebels laid siege to the
Moncada military barracks in Santiago da Cuba on the eastern side of the island, in an
attempt to start a revolution and overthrow the corrupt Batista regime. Fulgencio Batista
had seized power in a coup in 1952. Fidel Castro was amongst the group and for his
unsuccessful attempt at an insurrection he was imprisoned for five years and then
released on amnesty. As history relates, the revolutionaries were successful in
overthrowing the government second time round in 1959 and the Republic of Cuba came
into being.
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The memory of Cuba’s revolutionary renaissance was evoked this week by the
ambassador for Cuba in South Africa, His Excellency Carlos Fernandez de Cossió, at a
roundtable hosted by the Mapungubwe Institute (MISTRA) at the University of
Johannesburg. The purpose of the roundtable was to explore the logic of the social,
economic and political changes in Cuba in the past 10 years, following a previous
tumultuous 10 years of economic upheaval in the wake of the break-up of the Soviet
Union and the collapse of socialist countries in Eastern Europe. Prior to 1990, the Cuban
economy was heavily dependent on Soviet trade and exchange. Following the break-up,
countries that traditionally had been receiving strong, sustained support from Moscow
found they were cut off and adrift.

*Originally published in The New Age on 8th August 2014.

To download full PDF of article click here

 

MISTRA PEOPLE
Second Keorapetse Kgositsile Annual Lecture

Gail Smith, MISTRA Head of Communications will participate in the
2nd Keorapetse Kgositsile Annual Lecture on the 19th September
2014.  The main speaker is Prof Muxe Nkondo and Gail Smith will be
the respondent.

The lecture was established in 2013 to honour and celebrate South
Africa’s Poet Laureate.  Prof Kgositsile, who is the Special Adviser to
the Minister of Arts and Culture, has taught at a number of
universities on the African continent, including the universities of Dar
es Salaam, Nairobi, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Zambia, and Fort Hare.  He
has has also taught in the United State at the University of Denver,
Wayne State University, and the University of California at Los
Angeles (UCLA).  Prof Kgositsile is a world-renowned poet, scholar
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and activist.

The 2nd Keorapetse Kgositsile Annual Lecture will be presented at
the Miriam Makeba Hall at the University of South Africa (UNISA),
Tshwane Campus on 19th September 2014 and will be hosted by the
wRite associates and UNISA.

Colloquium on “Youth in South Africa: Uncertain Transitions in a Context of
Deprivation”

The Poverty and Inequality Initiative at the University of Cape
Town, is hosting a colloquium on “Youth in South Africa: Uncertain
Transitions in a Context of Deprivation” at the Graduate School of
Business in Cape Town on 29-30 August 2014.

Catherine Kannemeyer from the Political Economy Faculty will be
attending this colloquium, as it fits well with work MISTRA has
completed on youth employment, and is of organisational relevance
in the future. It is well known that South Africa struggles with
particularly high levels of youth unemployment, and it is an open
question as to whether the Youth Wage Tax Incentive has made an
impact on the inclusion of youth amidst the ranks of the employed.

What distinguishes this colloquium from other investigations into
youth employment is the broad range of issues considered at a
detailed level, regarding the transitions youth struggle with in the
contemporary socioeconomic environment. Fertility, education,
violence, growing up missing parents and in vulnerable households
are but some of the topics that will be discussed. Transitions into
the formal sector, work in the informal sector and entrepreneurship
are also on the agenda.
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