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T
YPICAL of a theatre it
now resembles, the fifth
Parliament has destroy-
ed reputations, revamp-
ed others, while also
introducing debutants

into political life. What becomes of
debutants remains to be seen. It is
the performance of veteran MP,
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, that has
intrigued me. 

The long career of the 89-year-old
appears to be experiencing a
revival. This is a conscious effort on
Buthelezi’s part to remake his place
in history, but the shambles that
parliament is also aids his attempts
at revising history. 

Amid the parliamentary chaos
Buthelezi has emerged as a calming
voice. He has repeatedly stood up in
defence of reason and civility. This
is yet another interesting twist in
our post-apartheid narrative.

Buthelezi has not always been
synonymous with civility. This is an
entirely new side, largely a post-1994
reinvention. 

A pre-1994 Buthelezi was the
South African equivalent of
Mozambique’s Afonso Dlakama.
Just like Savimbi’s Unita in Angola,
Buthelezi’s IFP was propped up by
both the apartheid regime and
Ronald Reagon’s administration to
obliterate liberation movements in
Mozambique and South Africa
respectively. 

They terrorised supporters to
scare them away from the liberation
movements and deny the latter
organisational presence among
communities. 

Trained by apartheid security
forces, under their protection and
using weapons provided by them,
IFP warriors hunted urban centres
killing innocent residents in their
homes and in the trains as they
made their way to places of work. 

These were surrogates of an
apartheid-killing machine, under
the command of a warlord, to main-
tain a white supremacist state. 

This is how most of us in the
urban centres within the black com-
munity experienced Buthelezi and
his IFP. The gratifying joy of free-
dom has not erased those horrible
memories. Our recollection goes
beyond April 27, 1994. We continue
to remember it to this day. 

Buthelezi’s speeches in parlia-
ment, however, suggest a conscious
attempt to revise history as we expe-
rienced it. In a carefully crafted nar-
rative, told repeatedly in Parliament
especially in the last three debates
of the State of the Nation address,
Buthelezi presents himself as a vic-
tim of a bloodthirsty ANC, a pacifist
that remained true to the founding

values of the ANC. Speaking in Par-
liament on February 18, 2014, he
said: “I am from the generation of
leaders like Oliver Tambo, Walter
Sisulu, Nelson Mandela, Govan
Mbeki, Rowley Arenstein, Alpheus
Zulu, Zami Chonco, Robert Sobuk-
we, Steve Biko and Joe Matthews.”
Because he claims a similar stature
as these heroic figures, Buthelezi
went on to stun some MPs: “By cir-
cumstances of history, Mr (Andrew)
Mlangeni and I have become the
custodians of a political era in
which integrity, morality and right-
eous leadership prevailed.”

Admittedly, Buthelezi’s claim to
having links with the anti-
apartheid struggle is valid. He was
a founding member of the ANC
Youth League at the University of
Fort Hare in the 1940s, and even
acquired a reputation as a radical.
He administered punishment to a
fellow student, by soaking his bed
with water, for going against a stu-
dents’ decision to boycott a visit of
the governor-general, Brand van
Zyl, to the university. That earned
him an expulsion. He appealed in
order to write his final exam,
which was granted, but refused
to apologise for his actions.
“There is nothing to be
ashamed of as far as I am
concerned”, he wrote to the
university. “I felt and still
feel that Mr WM Chirwa’s
behaviour was very cow-
ardly and mean in the
extreme… I was not a

member of any ‘pres-
sure group’… The

only case I know is
that of Chirwa and

the reasons are those I
have stated above, his cow-
ardly and mean behav-
iour… I am not apologising
for this.”

Buthelezi’s links with
the ANC remained

beyond Fort
Hare. He met
the then-exiled

ANC, for

instance, repeatedly within the first
20 years of the party’s banning. 

Oliver Tambo, as his biographer
Luli Callinicos explains, took a
strategic decision to maintain (and

forge) relations with the then
emerging rulers of the Bantustans.
The aim was to create friendly areas
that would be used to infiltrate ANC
guerrillas back into the country.

Buthelezi was not the only Ban-
tustan leader Tambo was courting.
He was also in talks with, among
others, Kaizer Matanzima and
Lucas Mangope, whom he had
taught at St Peter’s. 

Fresh from visiting Tambo in
London in 1972, Matanzima even
declared that, as all six Bantustan
leaders, “we want one nation and
not weak tribal groupings divided
along ethnic lines”. 

The demand went against the
apartheid design of divide-and-rule,
and echoed the ANC’s wish for uni-
ty among Africans. The apartheid
government quickly squashed the
idea by cutting down on Matan-
zima’s perks, which he couldn’t live
without and thus forcing him to
comply.

Tambo’s strategy was quite deli-
cate. He wanted the Bantustans to
earn the trust of the regime, while
maintaining their loyalty towards
the objectives of the liberation
movement. And Buthelezi main-
tained that balance, at least for a
while.

Tambo’s strategy included
endorsing Buthelezi’s proposal to
revive the old Zulu elite cultural
movement that had been formed in
the 1920s, Inkatha kaZulu. The
organisation was reconstituted in
1975 and renamed Inkatha YeNkulu-
leko YeSizwe with ANC colours and
anthem. 

Tambo explained the ANC’s
endorsement: “Being illegal itself,
the ANC encourages the people to
form legal organisations and use
them to advance the cause of liber-
ation… In the course of our discus-
sions with him, we agreed that this
would also necessitate the forma-
tion of a mass organisation in the
Bantustan he headed. Inkatha orig-
inated from this agreement.”

Buthelezi seemed to have differ-
ent intentions, though. 

His ambition got the better of
him. He couldn’t countenance other
internal resistant organisations oth-
er than his own, and considered his
party the substitute of the exiled

ANC. 
His claim that the relationship

broke over disagreement on the use
of violence is a ruse. 

When he asked for the ANC’s
endorsement to form Inkatha, the
party had been waging an armed
struggle for almost 20 years, during
which time he was in contact with
Tambo. 

Why ask for the ANC’s blessings,
then turn around to denounce it as
bloodthirsty? It was an opportunist
request to legitimise Inkatha, but
without any intention of advancing
the cause of the liberation move-
ment. And Inkatha’s subsequent
ethnic chauvinism and terrorism
against progressive forces further
distanced it from the ANC lineage. It
emerged as an aberration, not an
offspring of the ANC.

That Buthelezi is now “a voice of
reason” in Parliament is simply an
indication of how low standards
have degenerated. 

Leadership is clearly wanting.
And it’s not surprising that
Buthelezi seeks to revise history.
Old age makes individuals get pre-
occupied about how they’ll be
remembered once they’ve gone.
Because none wants to evoke
unpleasant memories, they then
seek to make amends. That’s why
people on their deathbed confess
their dastardly deeds and seek for-
giveness from those they have
wronged. Others, as in Buthelezi’s
case, simply seek to rehabilitate
their place in history.  

To accept Buthelezi’s version of
history, however, is complicity in a
lie. It would be an endorsement of
denialism that perpetuates a refusal
to grant justice. 

History must be told as a
reminder of the debt owed to the
victims of apartheid barbarity. 

You sir, Buthelezi, are no Robert
Sobukwe!

■ Ndletyana is head of the po-

litical economy faculty at the

Mapungubwe Institute for Strategic

Reflection (Mistra).
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A
S WE celebrate human rights
this month, remembering the
tragic loss of life at Sharpeville
and Langa, it is important that
we reflect on post-apartheid

South Africa’s contribution to the
entrenchment of a human rights culture
across the world.

For South Africa, a priority of its mem-
bership of the UN Human Rights Council
for 2014-16 is that the council be seen as an
independent mechanism for the en-
trenchment of a human rights culture
worldwide. 

South Africa’s priorities at the council
are to ensure the integrity of the core
covenants, the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and the Inter-
national Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights, as well as making the
right to development a reality for all. 

South Africa, as an active member of
the AU, also subscribes to the promotion of
democracy, the rule of law, and respect for
human rights, including the attainment of
fundamental freedoms and sustainable
development on the continent.

One of the most important contribu-
tions by South African jurisprudence has
come from its Constitutional Court’s adju-
dications, in particular the notion of the
justiciability of economic, social and cul-
tural rights.

This year, South Africa joins the inter-
national community in celebrating 50
years of the adoption of the International
Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination. 

For South Africans, this year also
marks 60 years since the adoption of the
Freedom Charter, whose principles and
values are enshrined in our constitution.

As we celebrate 20 years of the adop-
tion of the Beijing Declaration and Plat-
form for Action at the UN World Confer-
ence on Women, we need to concede that a
lot more needs to be done in ensuring the
empowerment and emancipation of
women, including equal remuneration for
equal work done.

Africa firmly believes there is a direct

link between emancipation and empower-
ment of women and poverty eradication. 

It is in this respect that the AU Summit
this year declared 2015 as the year of
women’s empowerment and development
towards Africa’s Agenda 2063.

Through effective leadership, credibili-
ty and influence, South Africa succeeded
in leading UN Human Rights processes
which brought about the launch of the
International Decade for People of African
Descent, which began in January

The UN resolutions authored by South
Africa in this regard have ensured the
international decade becomes meaningful
in the everyday lives of people of African
descent in the diaspora.

The programme of activities and
implementation of the international
decade talk to fundamental issues such as
recognition, development and justice,
meaningful participation in the economic
and social spheres, as well as ensuring that
the children of the people of African
descent are brought up in safe neighbour-
hoods, and have access to effective public
health care and quality education.  

The next phase of heightened engage-
ment with the processes of the UN Human
Rights Council by South Africa entails:

■ The elaboration of additional proto-
cols to the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Dis-
crimination addressing substantive gaps
such as xenophobia, Islamophobia, anti-
Semitism and incitement to hatred. 

South Africa is leading this initiative in
the UN Human Rights Council and the UN
General Assembly.

■ The elaboration of a legally binding
instrument to hold trans-national corpora-
tions and other business enterprises
accountable for the violations of human
rights in international human rights law
and humanitarian law. South Africa and
Ecuador are jointly leading this initiative.

■ The elaboration of an international-
ly binding instrument to regulate, monitor
and oversee the operational activities of
private military and security companies. 

South Africa is chairing this process in
the international human rights system.

As South Africans mark the 70th
anniversary of the UN this year, the coun-
try reiterates its belief in multilateralism
and the rules-based global system of gov-
ernance. 

At the heart of this is an effective
Human Rights Council that has credibili-
ty in rising to all challenges and remains
true to its mandate. 

South Africa believes that the Human
Rights Council will be judged by the extent
to which it has an effect on the people on
the ground.

For the council to deliver on its vast
mandate, it is important that the work of
the office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights is funded through assessed
contributions, commensurate with the
challenges we face is predictable. 

We must resist the bilateralisation of
the mandate of the Human Rights Council
through earmarked donor funding to this
office. 

This will ensure less politicisation of
the work of the council, thereby making it
more objective.

■ Nkoana-Mashabane is the Minister of

International Relations and Co-operation.

Maite Nkoana-
Mashabane

A poignant month to reflect on 
a culture of human rights for SA

T
HE government must use the
skills, networks and social cap-
ital of the diaspora and immi-
grant communities much more
strategically. 

South Africa’s diverse population,
which includes large Indian, Jewish, Chi-
nese, Malaysian diasporas, a significant
Western white minority and a dominant
black population, gives the country a
uniquely global reach. These immigrant
communities bring a bounty of social cap-
ital, networks and skills. 

South Africa has the opportunity to use
its “soft power” much better than any oth-
er developing country of similar size. 

Leveraging the social capital, know-
how and skills of immigrants is using
“soft power” to positive effect. 

A case in point is that South Africa has
the largest indigenous Chinese diaspora
community in Africa. It is a tragic waste
that the government is not using the skills
of these South Africans to help forge the
most strategic approach towards China. 

The economy is facing strong head-
winds. 

There are real anxieties that we lack
the imaginative political leadership to
leverage the opportunities available at
home and abroad – and especially that we
are not using the country’s extraordinary
diverse talents, energy and ideas better. 

If it acts strategically, the country could
become the factory of a growing Africa . A
prerequisite is that South Africa “gets it”
that we must put less faith in thinking that
handouts from other Brics countries will
somehow rescue our economy. 

We should spend less energy “expect-
ing” that developed countries will give us
“better deals” because they have written
the world’s political, trade and cultural
systems rules to favour themselves and to
disadvantage African and developing
countries. This is of course true.  

However, once we understand the
sobering reality that South Africa is not
going to get any favours from the West or
from emerging powers, we may become a

little more hard-nosed in our dealings
with allies and competitors, and we may
also be able to come up with more astute
growth plans.  

One of the opportunities is that Africa,
in spite of some of the most obvious prob-
lems, is in the middle of the longest
growth spurt it has experienced since the
end of World War II. 

However, the competition is tough out
there: emerging powers such as China,
India and Brazil are also frenziedly trying
to lay their hands on African resources to
boost their own growth. 

While South Africa has been asleep,
thinking it is the route to Africa, our Brics
allies have taken a direct route to Africa,
while the old industrial powers have used
their colonial ties to get directly to Africa.
Both groups have been eating our lunch. 

To make the most of Africa’s rise,
South Africa will have to see the growing
markets of Africa as an extension of itself. 

African immigrant community skills,
networks and social capital can be used to
boost our competitiveness in Africa. 

South Africa has advantages: we are in
Africa, and we have the kinds of indus-
tries, experiences and skills that a fast-
growing continent needs. 

If we see the African market as an
extension of ours, our industrial strategy

will have to be two-pronged. First, we can
reboot our manufacturing sector on the
back of providing goods for a growing
African middle class, who need white
goods.

South Africa has more than a century
of mining expertise. The skills, technolo-
gy and know-how can be adapted from, say,
gold mining to oil and energy mining in
other parts of Africa. 

Second, South Africa should target
African countries to which we could move
industries. The financing would be from
South Africa through a combination of
private and state development funding. 

South African business partnerships
with African immigrant communities
could be a central part of a strategy to
establish foothold businesses in other
countries on the continent. 

The government must come to the par-
ty, not to start the businesses, but by sup-
porting them, whether through political
negotiations where necessary, or by pro-
viding funding and subsidies. 

South Africa’s universities have some
of the best talents from other African
countries studying here. They know their
own countries of origin better than any-
one. They could be the best transporters of
South African ideas, culture and business. 

They could, for example, be used by the
South African government in the front
line of negotiations with their African
countries of origin. Using them would give
us an immediate advantage. 

The fortress response in the West to
African skills, following the upsurge in
global terrorism and domestic economic
difficulties, also provides South Africa
with an opportunity to try to poach the
best African skills in the world. 

The government will have to target
African skills in the same way as many
Western countries target scarce immi-
grant skills. 

■ Gumede is chairman of the Democra-

cy Works Foundation, and author of Rest-
less Nation: Making Sense of Troubled
Times.
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Immigrants the key if SA is to
unlock a powerhouse in Africa

A VERSION OF HISTORY: IFP leader Mangosuthu
Buthelezi during the debate in Parliament last month. The
writer says there seems to have been a resurgence in the
veteran politician’s career in in recent times. 
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